Chapter 5





Communicating with others


	The write( C ) command can be used to send text 


       messages to other users who are currently logged in.


	It requires a protocol between users so messages aren’t


	garbled.   The text suggests the use of   “o” for end of


	line and “oo” for end of message.   Use a “^D” to exit.





	No Soliciting !


	The mesg( C ) command is like a switch that either 


	allows or prevents messages to be sent to your terminal


	screen.   The command has the form 


	


		mesg  -n 	No Messages Allowed


		mesg  -y	Messages Allowed





	The wall( C ) command is used by the superuser to


	send messages to all users logged into the system.  The


	mesg -n command will have no effect.   





	Syntax:    /etc/wall   [ -g group ]  [ file ]





	The wall(ADM) command is used by shutdown(ADM)


	to notify users that the system is being brought down.


	





UNIX Mail


	The /bin/mail program is the default character interface


	for reading and sending mail on a SCO UNIX system.


	You can use mail( C ) to read mail messages or send


	mail messages. 





	mail <return>    read the contents of your unread mail





	mail username	  send a mail message to a user.





	The user receiving mail does not have to be logged in


	to receive the mail message.  The user does not have


	to have an account on the same machine.  If the user is


	logged in, the mail message will not garble their screen.





Mail folders / files


	/usr/spool/mail/user	     Mail that is waiting to be read





	$HOME/mbox 	            Mail that has been read





	$HOME/dead.letter       Aborted, interrupted, or partial mail 


      messages.


Configuration of mail( C )


	The mail( C ) program uses it’s environment ( SHELL ) and


	.mailrc for configuration.





	The “~” is used as an escape character in mail by default.








Some Mail Etiquette


When replying to E-mail put some blank lines between your   reply and the previous message if it is included.





The use of UPPER CASE letters is  E-mail yelling.





A smile on it’s side  (  =  : - )  can let someone know


you are joking.





If your mail may be forwarded to another, don’t send


messages with full lines of text.  Keep the lines to less


than 40 or 50  characters across.   This prevents line wrap


when your original message is indented due to inclusion.





When sending mail, put the most important address first


followed by the less important adresses.   It might make


good sense to put others on the CC line.    Don’t BCC


an alias.  





SMTP


	Mail is transfered from system to system via SMTP.  Simple


	Mail Transport Protocol.   Programs like sendmail and 


       MMDF use SMTP to move mail from system to system.





Domain Names


	Fully qualified domain name.


		peabody.cabrillo.cc.ca.us	caosunix.cabrillo.cc.ca.us


		father.pdev.sco.com
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